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SUBJ: SCATTERED OUTBREAKS OE VIOLENCE IN RANGOON 

1. CONTINUED SCATTERED OUTBREAKS OF VIOLENCE ARE TAKING PLACE IN 
RANGOON INCLUDING DOWNTOWN AREA AS MOBS, NOT LIMITED TO STUDENTS, 
DEMONSTRATE FOLLOWING CLEARANCE OF UNIVERSITY CAMPUS EARLY MORNING 
OF DECEMBER 11. THERE HAS BEEN FIRING AND SOME CASUALTIES HAVE 
OCCURRED. AS OE 1400 LOCAL, PERSONNEL OF MANY GOVERNMENT OFFICES 

HAD DEPARTED, WITH OR WITHOUT SUPERVISORS' PERMISSION, ALTHOUGH 
THERE HAS BEEN NO OEFICIAL CLOSURE. 

2. BETWEEN 1300 AND 1400 MOB MOVED EAST ALONG BOGYOKE AUNG SAN 
STREET (PARALLEL TO AND SOUTH OF RAILROAD TRACKS DOWNTOWN) 
DESTROYING SOME GOVERNMENT SHOPS AND OEFICES, AND SETTING FIRE TO 
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BY TROOPS ON GUARD ROUND OFFICE OF MINISTERS (OLD SECRETARIAT). 

3. ALTHOUGH VIOLENCE ON THIS SCALE WAS DOUBTLESS UNEXPECTED BY 
GUB, ESPECIALLY EOLLOWING ITS EFFICIENT HANDLING OE UNIVERSITY 
CAMPUS SITUTION, WE DO NOT EXPECT THE PRESENT OUTBREAKS TO 

REACH ANY LEVEL WHICH GUB IS UNABLE TO CONTROL. ADDITIONAL TROOPS 
HAVE BEEN MOVED INTO DOWNTOWN AREA, INCLUDING FORCES AT CITY HALL 
ONE BLOCK FROM EMBASSY AND TROOPS AND TANKS AT BSPP HEADQUARTERS 
IMMEDIATELY BEHIND EMBASSY. WE CONTINUE TO FORESEE NO DANGER OTHER 
THAN ACCIDENTAL TO U.S. PERSONNEL OR PROPERTY. 

4. EOR BANGKOK AND HONG KONG: IF QUERIED ABOUT TRAVEL TO RANGOON 
BY U.S. NATIONALS, SUGGEST YOU DISCOURAGE IT UNTIL SITUATION 
CLARIFIES. WE WOULD ALSO PREFER NO OFFICIAL TRAVELLERS AT LEAST 

IN NEXT FEW DAYS. 

LACEY 
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